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            LONG TIME EDITOR SAYS ADIOS!!!! 
 
After only about 30 years, SUZY KLUDT has turned in her walk-
ing papers as the editor of the Logging Safety Newsletter. 
 
Suzyôs husband David started the Logging Safety Program all 
those years ago and immediately wrote the first newsletter.  Suzy 
glanced at it and suggested the words should perhaps be spelled 
correctly.  After David hired Donny Hull, Cliff Osborne, and my-
self, and we started sending in articles, Suzy started putting the 
words in a sequence so those stories made sense!  Even after David 
passed away, Suzy continued to edit Monte, Terry, Stan and my  
articles. 
 
So for the last 10 years, I have been dropping off the newsletter at 
her doorstep and by the time I got home, the phone would be ring-
ing.  Each conversation started the same, ñIt is a good newsletter, 
but I did find a couple of things; on page 1ééò  After 15 or 20 
corrections, she had things straightened out. 
 
For those of you that know Suzy you will appreciate this story.  A 
couple of years ago I called her and said the next newsletter was 
ready to be looked at.  Suzy said she was just leaving for a few 
days and would not be able to.  I said in that case she would not be 
getting paid.  Her reaction, ñI have been doing this for 30 **!!!## 
years and havenôt seen a penny yet!!! 
 

 

Suzy and David Kludt worked to-
gether making the logging safety 
program an asset to the logging 
companies here in Idaho. 
 
       THANK YOU SUZY 

A (CHAIN) SHOT HEARD AROUND THE WORLD...OR 
AT LEAST FIFTY YARDS AWAY!            By Stan Leach 
 
The picture to the left shows NELSON BROTHERS TIMBER MAN-
AGEMENTôS BRET NELSON holding up a broken chain.  Bret 
agreed to help us with filming a new first aid video for the upcoming 
classes.  He is a strong advocate of being safe and prepared while work-
ing in the woods. I always ask about any recent incidents or problems, 
hoping to share that knowledge with others to prevent things from hap-
pening again.  Bret shared the story of the broken chain. 
 
 He was processing trees being brought in by a skidder to a small land-
ing, so he was hustling to keep up.    
                                                                   Continued on page 2 



Page 2 

 

 

 
 

HEARD AROUND THE WORLDé.continued: 
 
Small landings often create challenges trying to find space for the trees, all the different sorts of logs, 
and the brush.  Bret is very conscious of not ever sawing with the bar pointing towards the cab because 
of the possibility of chain shot, when the chain or parts of it can break and be launched away from the 
head under tremendous pressure.  That is what happened to the chain he is holding in the picture.  It 
broke and was thrown over fifty yards away into a cedar tree.  Bret saw it land and was able to retrieve 
it. 
 
Imagine the force required to throw a Ĳ pitch chain over fifty yards.  Imagine what it would do to the 
cab glass or a person on the ground ten to thirty yards away.  Newer machines have higher pressures and 
faster chain speeds to help increase production.  They also have increased the thickness of the Lexan in 

the cab windows to help protect the operators.  Your best defense though is to be sure you never cut with 
the bar pointing towards the cab or any person in the area, especially the SAFETY GUY! 

Kind of hard to see but the top of 
the fuel tank and part of the air 
cleaner case is completely melted 
awayé.WOW! 

                                 SAW EXPLOSION 
 
                                          By Monte Biggers 
 
Recently there was an accident that was initially reported to me as a 
chainsaw explosion that caused the operator severe burns.  Turns out 
weôre not exactly sure what happened, but I will try to explain it best I 
can.  
 
The logger had just got done fueling up his saw and had it started and 
idling.  When he throttled the saw to cut off a limb, the saw exploded 
into flames.  It is unclear whether the gas cap came off or was blown 
out in the explosion.  Either the cap came off or the melted gas tank 
spilled gas down the loggerôs leg.  This resulted in gas vapors igniting 
between the loggers chaps and his leg.  He suffered 3rd degree burns 
from the heat generated by the vapors igniting even though his pants 
werenôt burnt.  We still donôt know if the cap was secure, the cap seal 
was leaking, or if spilled gas from fueling caused the vapors to be pre-
sent.  
 
It is suspected that the sparkplug boot was loose and that may be 
where the spark came from that ignited the vapors. The saw is being 
sent back to the manufacture to see if they can provide further infor-
mation.  Since this accident, a man in Pennsylvania has died from in-
juries apparently from his saw also exploding.  

All I can say for now is be careful to not spill gas or over-fuel the saw.  If you have a saw with the ñflippy 
capsò double check them before you start the saw.  It has been noted that these caps can seem like they are 
locked tightly when in fact they are not.  
 
It is also important to inspect your saw periodically, including the ignition system, and make repairs as 
needed.  In this case it appears there may have been several factors that led up to the saw catching on fire.  
If we learn anything from the manufacture we will pass it on.  Be careful out there; remember little things 
can add up and lead to bad things happening. 


